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A total area of 154^ square miles, or 6 per cent, was irrigated in 1903-4, the principal sources of supply being Government canals and channels (n square miles), tanks and wells (88), other sources (55^). The chief irrigation works are : the Kistna, Chikhli, and Rewari canals, the Yerla and Man river works, and the lakes at Mhasvad and Mayni. The Kistna canal, which has its head-works 2 miles above Karad, has an unfailing supply of water, and irrigates 6 square miles in the tdlukas of Karad, Valva, and Tasgaon. The works, which cost 8 lakhs, were opened in 1868, and can supply 12,000 acres. The Chikhli, Rewari, and Gondoli canals cost respectively Rs. 57,000, Rs. 59,000, and 4 lakhs, and can supply 1,500, 1,900, and 2,000 acres. The Yerla river works, begun in 1867 and finished in 1868, the right-bank canal being 9 and the left 8-| miles long, are supplemented by the Nehra lake, finished in 1880-1, with a capacity of 523,000,000 cubic feet. The whole scheme involved a cost of nearly 8 lakhs up to 1903-4, and commands an irrigable area of 5,000 acres. The Mhasvad lake, having a catchment area of 480 square miles and a full supply depth of 67 feet, completed at a cost of nearly 21 lakhs, covers an area of 6 square miles and can hold 2,633,000,000 cubic feet of water. It includes a large lake on the river Man in the Man tdluka^ and also a high-level canal (13 miles long) commanding the area between the Man and the Bhima. The Mayni lake, on a tributary of the Yerla, cost about 4^ lakhs, and commands 4,800 acres.
The water-supply in the west is plentiful, but there is much scarcity in the east during the hot season. The supply comes partly from rivers and partly from numerous ponds and wells. It is estimated that there are 32,600 wells in the District, of which 27,000 are used for irrigation. The cost of building wells varies greatly. They are of every description, from holes sunk in the rock or soil to carefully built wells faced with stone.
Forests cover an area of 702 square miles (including one square mile of protected forest), of which 616 square miles in charge of the Forest department are administered by a divisional and a subdivisional officer. The forests are scattered over the District, and are much broken by private and cultivated land. In the west, the belt of evergreen forest along the line of the Western Ghats is divided into six fairly compact ranges with little cultivated land between. The seven eastern ranges are bare hills, with here and there a little scrub and teak. The forests of the western tdlukas have a large store of timber and firewood. Jdmbul, gela (Vangueria sfinosd), and pesha (Cylicodaphne Wightiand) grow on the main ridge of the Western Ghats, and small teak on the eastern slopes. Sandal-wood is occasionally found, and the mango, jack, and guava are often grown for their fruit. Patches of bamboo sometimes occur. A cinchona
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